
Heather Holt, Brewer High School 
 

Heather began teaching because she’s always been a public servant at heart, and she desired to 
have a career that would allow her to serve kids. She had served in various capacities with Child 
Protective Services before becoming a stay-at-home mom; and when she returned to the workforce, 
she believed she could continue to impact children and their families by pursuing a career in teaching.  

“The value of having an adult show respect and compassion to children is immeasurable,” she 
said. “I want every student to have opportunities, to be curious and to love learning.” 

Heather said, “My contribution to education is not lessons that have a ‘wow’ factor, but that I 
come to work prepared every day, I show passion for learning, I admit my mistakes, I ask for help and I 
truly, deeply care about their futures.” 

In her classroom, she inspires to cultivate an environment in which her students are excited about 
new ideas, have a willingness to listen to different perspectives, question information, draw their own 
conclusions and collaborate with one another, all preparing them for the workforce.  

 
Amber Calvo, Brewer Middle School  

 
 From a very young age, Amber knew she was called to be a teacher. But a high school field trip to  
New York City where she spent the weekend interacting with the homeless was the pivotal moment in 
determining the direction of her teaching career … to teach the disadvantaged.  

She learned how to develop that trusting relationship, which is vital to teaching and learning, 
when she served in the Americorps tutoring inner-city, low-income third graders who were struggling in 
reading and writing.  

“Before I can teach a student, I must let them know I’m interested in them … in their life, in what’s 
expected of them, their struggles, their needs and most importantly, I must enjoy them,” she said. “Build 
that trust and show them you care, and those students will rise to your expectations and want to do their 
best.” 

Teaching character to her students is a priority in Amber’s classroom. She tells her students, “Be 
who you want to be!” She believes good character distinguishes her students from the others, and she 
strives to help them understand that they show the world who they are as a person.  

 She quotes Martin Luther King Jr. who said, “Intelligence plus character —that is the true goal of 
education.” 

 
Kamella Lilly, Tannahill Intermediate 

 
Kamella believes a teacher is not just a person who teaches others but is also a great listener 

who helps students find connections in the lessons and work to make it meaningful.    
Some of her most rewarding moments in her career include helping a student who had been 

retained and hated school. She worked tirelessly with him and although he didn’t pass both STAAR 
tests, he passed one and he and his parent still message her today. She also recalls a shy, brilliant 
student who she helped bring out of his shell, watching him bloom into a whole new child because she 
showed him it was okay to be goofy and make mistakes.  

She considers the last two years teaching science primarily to dual language students her 
greatest accomplishment thus far.  
 She said, “I have cried, laughed, stressed and danced with these kids through their ups and downs, 
and  
I can truly look at all of them and say each has grown. Although I am their teacher, I am constantly 
learning with them.” 

She said, “I tell my students to have a good day and that I love them as they walk out of the room 
because I can’t imagine my day without  
 
 



 
 

Kerry Cooper, Fine Arts Academy 
 

As the number of struggling students in her classes increased each year, so did Kerry’s need to 
figure out the best ways to reach them. She felt drawn to the kids she’d hear about before they entered 
her room … the ones with whom it it was challenging to establish a trusting relationship.  

The year she had a student named Scotty, who was one of the biggest challenges she’d faced, 
was the year she knew she had to do better and the year that would carve her path to her true purpose 
as a teacher … to become a special education teacher. After that year, she requested the “hard-to-
reach” students … the ones who might be years behind their peers and needed to know that someone 
was waiting to see them every day.  

Kerry says her most significant accomplishments take the form of every student she’s had over 
the years who came to her broken, who believed they weren’t smart, who thought they’d never read, 
learned how to make a friend, or even enjoyed coming to school.  

She said, “Every student deserves for me to be their biggest fan, and every parent deserves to 
know that I would treat their child as my own.”   
  

Marissa Torres, Blue Haze Elementary 
    
After attending the Ron Clark Academy in the fall, Marissa challenged 
herself to bring his innovative and creative approach into her classroom. Her students began addressing  
the entire class in their responses. And, implementing these ideas has changed her classroom 
environment in ways she never could have imagined. She said she’s watched her students become 
critical thinkers who engage in thoughtful discussion with their peers.  

Marissa said, “This small change has created an amazing atmosphere of learning, listening and 
respectful discussion that has exceeded my wildest expectations.” 

She believes strong classroom relationships characterized by caring and trust are essential to 
learning. Marissa instills the ideals of kindness, respect and empathy in her classroom. “We need to 
show that while we may have differences and disagree, we can still discuss … even argue … with 
others thoughtfully and respectfully,” she said.  

Marissa collaborates with her students to create rules and expectations together that are focused 
on character education, which ultimately helps her students to exceed their expectations for themselves. 

 
Steven Dexter, Liberty Elementary 

 
Steven’s greatest accomplishment is with a student who he calls “Little Billy,” who had been 

retained in two different grade levels and never passed a state assessment.  
He said, “I was able to motivate ‘Little Billy’ to keep trying and not give up. He worked hard in 

class and came to after-school tutorials, making huge strides by the end of the year and passing two of 
the three state exams. 
  He still recalls the pride “Little Billy” had when he received his test results.  

Steven believes patience, positivity, creativity, growth mindset and reflective thinking are 
imperative to being a successful teacher.  

He said he will never quit trying to find a way to help students learn and understand the content.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Lisa Williams, North Elementary 
 

Lisa said the most important contribution she’s made over the years is to invest in the life of a child. 
Last year, her first class of students graduated from high school. She recalls looking at the list of 
graduates and realizing that she helped set the foundation for those student to move forward in school 
as well as in life.  

She said, “On a good day, teaching is equally hard and rewarding.” She must not only prepare 
students for the workforce but promote good citizenship, reinforce values and nurture students 
academically and personally.  

Lisa said, “What I do or fail to do in my classroom every day will have an impact on the life of a 
child.” 

She believes establishing relationships with students and their families is vital.  She said, “I am more 
than a teacher for them. I am mom, nurse, guidance counselor, referee, coach and yes, sometimes 
disciplinarian. For some, I am the only caring adult in their lives. For others, I am the only one who gives 
them structure, sets limits and teaches them appropriate behavior.” 

“They don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.” 
  

Mindy Pospech, West Elementary 
 
Mindy loves her kids. She talks with them to find out their interests and tries to create a sense of 

community and family in her classroom so they can feel comfortable and successful.  
She said, “In my classroom, we celebrate the small and big accomplishments because what may be 

small to some is huge to others.” 
Mindy believes students retain so much more when they’re involved in the learning, and they can 

dissect and be hands on with it.  
She constantly searches for new and innovative ideas, collaborating with other educators as well as 

volunteers.  
She said, “We are very animated in our classroom. We sing, dance and dress up to learn.”  
“We have a very important and special job,” she said. “We answer to the sweet faces who 

sometimes don’t have a consistent person in their lives. Sometimes they don’t know when or where 
their next meal is coming from, if they’ll have clean clothes to wear, or who will be there when they get 
out of school. I love each one of my kids and one way to help them feel more secure in their sometimes 
insecure world is to be their constant.” 
 
 


